
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
Edited	  by	  Allen	  Dvorak	  
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On December 2, 2015, a married couple, Syed 
Farook and Tashfeen Malik, killed 14 people 
and wounded 22 others at a holiday party in 
San Bernardino, California. Syed worked for 
the county and most of the deceased were his 
co-workers. Both Syed and Tashfeen were 
killed by police in a gun battle. 

The shooting has generated strong emotions 
in various groups. There has been some 
debate about whether this was an act of 
terrorism, with the White House initially 
reticent to identify it as such. The fact that 
both shooters were Muslims and one of them 
a relatively recent immigrant has added fuel 
to the discussion of the question of Muslim 
immigration. The attack has also been used by 
those who favor additional controls or 
absolute ban of civilian gun ownership to 
bolster their arguments, including those who 
publish The New York Daily News. 

The front page of the Thursday, December 2nd 
edition of The New York Daily News 
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contained the huge headline: God Isn’t 
Fixing This. Also featured on the page were 
tweets from Ted Cruz, Rand Paul, Lindsey 
Graham and Paul Ryan about the shooting. 
The common theme in these tweets was that 
each mentioned “prayers.” At the bottom of 
the page was the following: “As latest batch 
of innocent Americans are left lying in pools 
of blood, cowards who could truly end gun 
scourge continue to hide behind meaningless 
platitudes.” 

“Cowards” is a reference to the authors of 
the tweets, all Congressmen. The editors of 
The New York Daily News are upset that 
these individuals have not supported “gun-
control legislation that could prevent future 
mass shootings.” 

The concern of this article is not the 
question of the effectiveness of additional 
gun control legislation or even the question 
of possible Islamic terrorism. The 
Congressmen expressed their sympathy for 

“Fear is such a powerful emotion for humans that when 
we allow it to take us over, it drives compassion right out 

of our hearts.” 
-- Thomas Aquinas 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

	  

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

The Jerusalem congregation chose seven 
brothers to “serve tables,” i.e., help with 

the assistance for believing widows. 
Philip was one of the seven and later 

preached in Samaria and to the 
Ethiopian treasurer. After the eunuch’s 
baptism, Philip ended up at Caesarea 
where we find him later at the end of 
Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 

6:5; 8:40; 21:8). 
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because of God’s command to love one another, isn’t 
that God “fixing” the problem? Perhaps the REAL 
problem is that people choose evil rather than 
following the teachings of God’s word! That might 
even include people who mock Him. 

I am not naive. I know that the editors of The New 
York Daily News have an agenda to push (the ban of 
civilian gun ownership) and probably couldn’t care 
less about the teaching of the Bible (else why the 
headline?). Nevertheless, God is attacking the 
problem of evil by appealing to the hearts of men, 
encouraging them to do good and not evil. 

If the only way that God can “fix” this problem of 
gun violence is to immediately, completely and 
forcefully eliminate it, then I suppose that is also the 
way that He would need to “fix” other forms of evil. 
Why would we focus only on gun violence? What 
about adultery? Is it likely that more than fourteen 
people have been killed over the last week due to 
jealousy and anger stemming from adultery? How 
much suffering takes place every day in marriages 
and families because of the evil of adultery? What 
about theft? Greed? Deceit? What about sexual 
immorality in general? 

The editors of The New York Daily News are making 
the same mistake made by so many in the past. 
Because God’s power is not manifested in some 
miraculous way that is obvious to their physical 
senses, they conclude that it/He doesn’t exist. 
Ironically, their choice to believe a lie is only possible 
because God has given them free will! 
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the victims of the shooting and their families 
by noting that they were praying for them. 
The editors of The New York Daily News 
described such comments as “meaningless 
platitudes.” Apparently prayers are of no 
value, as far as the editors of The New York 
Daily News are concerned. The page’s 
headline suggests the inability of God to “fix” 
the problem of gun violence. 

The argument is nothing new. Atheists love to 
point out the existence of evil in the world and 
then argue that a “good” God would not allow 
evil to continue. Since evil continues, God (or 
at least the omnipotent God described in the 
Bible) must not exist. For the atheist to believe 
in God, He must demonstrate His 
power/existence in a way that would eliminate 
all evil in the world. I suppose that God could 
do that…if He was willing to suspend the 
freewill choices of individuals. God could 
have created man without free will – able only 
to do good, never evil. He could have created 
us to behave like robots, with no freedom of 
choice between good and evil. Understand – 
the fact that God didn’t do this doesn’t mean 
that He doesn’t exist or is weak. When my 
children were small, I had the power to force 
them to do the things I thought were right and 
beneficial. Sometimes (especially as they 
became older), however, I allowed them to 
determine their behavior by making their own 
decisions. My ability to force them to make 
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certain choices didn’t disappear, but I 
understood that making their own choices and 
accepting the consequences was an important 
part of the maturing process. 

Arguing with an atheist is often an exercise in 
futility, a lose-lose proposition. According to 
the atheist, God does not exist or He is not all-
powerful if He allows evil to continue to exist 
in the world. On the other hand, if God 
punishes wicked people for their evil, He is 
charged with being vindictive. You can’t win a 
rigged game. I suspect that arguing with the 
editors of The New York Daily News would be 
equally futile. Their headline, however, seems 
to be mocking the idea that God can/would do 
anything about the evils of gun violence and 
hatred. 

However, I would suggest to these editors that 
they have no way of knowing what God is 
“fixing” or not “fixing.” For people who often 
scoff at the miraculous, it seems that the only 
way to convince them of anything is for a 
miracle to up and smack them in the face. 
Because God doesn’t supernaturally “toast” 
anyone who even thinks about gun violence 
means that He isn’t “fixing” the problem? Is a 
miracle the only way that God can “work”? The 
gospel of Jesus Christ teaches us to love one 
another (John 13:34; Matthew 5:44); if all men 
and women followed that command, wouldn’t 
that eliminate gun violence? Every time a 
person refuses to hate or harm his fellowman 

	  
One of seven and a longtime resident of the city of 

Caesarea – who was this person? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Text:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
Three	  parables	  about	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   :	  
1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  (	   	   	   	   )	  
2.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  (	   	   	   	   )	  
3.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  (	   	   	   	   )	  
	  

A	  	   	   	   	  is	  a	  unit	  of	  weight.	  

The	  third	  man	  was	  accused	  of	  	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   .	  

The	  consequences	  of	  God	  dwelling	  with	  man	  (	   	   	   	   ):	  

1.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  2.	  	  	   	   	   	   	  

3.	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

The	  parable	  of	  the	  	   	   	   	   	  teaches	  us:	  

1.	  There	  is	  	   	   	   	  that	  awaits	  us.	  

2.	  	  We	  need	  to	  	   	   	   	  what	  God	  has	  given	  us.	  	  	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

The Joy of Your Master 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

His	  master	  said	  to	  him,	  ‘Well	  done,	  good	  and	  faithful	  servant.	  You	  
have	  been	  faithful	  over	  a	  	   	   	   ;	  I	  will	  set	  you	  over	  	   	   	   .	  

Enter	  into	  the	  	   	   	  of	  your	  	  	   	   	   .’	  	  
-‐-‐	  Matthew	  	  	   	   ;	  ESV	  	  

	  


